CHAPTER XI

THE  END  OF AN ERA

BUT the future of the New England colonies was
to be decided in England and not in America.    If
the orthodox leaders in the colony thought that
the new King had levelling sympathies or would
thrust aside the policy already adopted by the
English authorities for the defense of the colonies
and the maintenance of the acts of trade, they
greatly misjudged the situation.    King William,
though a Protestant, was no lover of revolution,
and, though he had himself engaged in one, he
could assert the dignity of the prerogative with
as much vigor as any Stuart.    He was not a poli-
tician, but a soldier, and he was quite as likely to
see the necessity of organizing New England for
defense against the enemy as he was to listen
favorably to appeals from Massachusetts for a
restoration of her charter.

Increase Mather had gone to England in 1688
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